INDEPENDENT
VOICES

FOR SAFE AND
EFFECTIVE DRUGS

REPRESENTING CANADIAN ACADEMICS, RESEARCHERS, PATIENT AND CONSUMER ACTIVISTS

October 2, 2026

Marjorie Michel, Minister of Health
House of Commons
Ottawa

Dear Minister Michel,

I am writing as the co-chair of the pan-Canadian non-profit corporation Independent Voices for Safe and
Effective Drugs (IVSED) to express our dismay with the voluntary breast implant registry that you
announced on May 6. IVSED is a voice for safe and effective medicines and medical devices in Canada,
grounded in scientific evidence and free of industry influence.

Canadian women and health experts have advocated for over three decades for the government to
mandate a registry that would allow tracking these devices in the interests of women’s health. In 2023, the
House of Commons Standing Committee on Health (HESA), studied breast implants and its first
recommendation was that the federal government establish a national breast implant registry. To finally
have one announced, only to discover it is structured to be useless is devastating.

An implant registry serves two vital purposes: to enable notification to patients if the product implanted in
their body proves defective or harmful to health, and to collect reliable, comprehensive data for research
into the product’s potential risks to health.

As pointed out in the May 6 news article, “Advocates slam Health Canada's new voluntary breast implant
registry,” designating the proposed registry as voluntary goes against the recommendations of the House
of Commons’ own committee and the government’s response. An ongoing concern is that women are
often not informed of the known and suspected risks of silicone breast implants, which inevitably rupture.
The graphic at the end of this letter, from the HESA committee report, illustrates testimony from women
with implants who hoped the government would commit to an effective registry.

Despite years in which regulators dismissed the concern that breast implants might cause health problems,
including cancer, multiple studies now show that breast implants with a textured shell are associated with
anaplastic large cell lymphoma, a rare type of cancer that can be fatal. As of May 2023, three fatalities
had been reported in Canada and dozens internationally.

Canada’s decision to rely on voluntary opt-in participation is also out of step with international best
practice. Australia and Sweden operate opt-out breast implant registries, while Germany, Italy and the
Netherlands have introduced mandatory registration or reporting requirements. Research consistently
demonstrates that voluntary opt-in registries achieve a participation rate of 20%, substantially lower than
opt-out systems with 70-90% participation rates. The government’s decision to create an opt-in registry
undermines both effective patient notification and the collection of data needed to identify safety signals.


https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/HESA/report-16/
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/HESA/report-16/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/breast-implant-registry-health-canada-9.7190465
https://www.ourcommons.ca/content/Committee/441/HESA/GovResponse/RP12994219/441_HESA_Rpt16_GR_PDF/441_HESA_Rpt16_GR-e.pdf
https://dhpp.hpfb-dgpsa.ca/review-documents/resource/SSR00283
https://dhpp.hpfb-dgpsa.ca/review-documents/resource/SSR00283

As a long-time researcher and advocate for women’s health (drug and medical device safety in particular),
a former breast cancer patient, a former member of the Health Canada Scientific Advisory Committee on
Health Products for Women (2019-2024), and a Canadian residing in North End Halifax, I urge you and
Prime Minister Carney to stand with women and reverse this decision.

I would be pleased to answer any questions you may have and to provide you with resources.

Sincerely,
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Sharon Batt, PhD

5528 Hennessey Place

Halifax, B3K 2A8

Tel.: 902-423-4679

Co-chair, Independent Voices for Safe and Effective Drugs (ivsed.org)
Adjunct, Department of Bioethics, Dalhousie University

cc: Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada
Danielle Martin, MD, MP
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Figure 1—Summary of Experiences with Breast Implant Complications, as
Described in the Briefs

Women'’s Experiences with
Breast Implant Complications

Decades of...

..lack of informed consent
If | had known...

...symptoms and illness
Prolonged physical and psychological suffering

...dismissed concerns
It's all in your head

...being kept in the dark

Thousands of women not contacted about recalls

..high costs

Visits to specialists, time off work, repeat
surgeries, explanations

Canada needs a breast s
implant registry
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Source: Figure prepared by the Library of Parliament using HESA, Briefs, Oversight of Medical Devices
‘Breast Implants).
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https://www.ivsed.org/about
https://www.amazon.ca/Patient-No-More-Politics-Breast/dp/0921881304
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/drug-products/scientific-expert-advisory-committees/health-products-women/terms-reference.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/drug-products/scientific-expert-advisory-committees/health-products-women/terms-reference.html
https://www.ivsed.org/

